Francis Leroy Brillhart
January 3, 1935 - May 14, 2026

Francis Leroy Brillhart, age 91, of Holden, Missouri, passed away peacefully
surrounded by his loving family on Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Holden,
Missouri.

Francis was born on Thursday, January 03, 1935, in Belleville, Kansas, the
son of Earl and Blanche (Stewart) Brillhart. He was one of three sons born to
the family. At the age of five, Francis moved with his family from Belleville to
Grain Valley, Missouri, in 1939, and then to Holden in 1940, where he would
spend the remainder of his life building deep roots within the community he
loved. He graduated from Holden High School and later married the love of
his life, Loretta (Clapper) Brillhart who passed away in February 1990,
together they raised three sons, Phillip, Forrest, Darrin Brillhart and one
daughter, Cindy (Brillhart) Connell.. After Loretta’s passing Francis married
Carolyn McQeen and were married twenty years before her passing.

Francis dedicated 31 years of service to Bendix Corporation before retiring,
but retirement never slowed his passion for serving others and remaining
active in the Holden community. He was a man whose life was defined by
service, generosity, music, and friendship.

Throughout the years, Francis held numerous leadership and volunteer roles
within the community. He proudly served as Mayor of Holden for over 11 years
and was actively involved with the Whiteman Community Council, the
Emergency Management Committee, the Johnson County Community Health
Board for 26 years, the Holden Chamber of Commerce, and several local



churches. His dedication and commitment to the people of Holden left a
lasting impact that will not soon be forgotten.

In 1960, Francis opened Brillhart Music Store in downtown Holden, a place
that became far more than just a business. For more than 66 years, the music
store served as a gathering place where friendships were formed, stories
were shared, and countless musicians were encouraged. Francis had a
remarkable gift for helping others. He donated more than 100 guitars to
benefit local causes, gave music lessons to children, repaired instruments and
amplifiers, and installed intercom systems in area churches. He especially
loved working with his hands and could almost always be found tinkering on a
project inside the music store. More than anything, he enjoyed the people who
stopped by simply to visit.

Francis will be remembered as a kind-hearted, knowledgeable, and deeply
devoted man whose generosity touched countless lives throughout the
community.

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Loretta Brillhart; second wife,
Carolyn Brillhart his parents, Earl and Blanche Brillhart; his sons, Phillip,
Forrest, and Darrin Brillhart; and his brothers, Russell and Virgil Brillhart;
grandson, Charlie Brillhart.

Survivors include his daughter, Cindy Connell and husband Jim of Holden,
Missouri; daughter in-laws Kathy Brillhart wife of Forrest, Karen Parks wife of
Phillip and Julie Brillhart wife of Darrin; grandchildren, Robert Brillhart,
Theresa Knox, Chris Connell and wife Amy, Jacob Brillhart, Mackenzie Tyson
and husband Dylan, and Frank Brillhart; great grandchildren, Payton Turner
and husband Cameron; Tristen Connell, Addie Brillhart, Coulson Turner,
Javon Knox, Delaney Tyson along with many extended family members, dear
friends, and members of the community who will greatly miss him.

A visitation and memorial service will be held on Saturday, May 30, 2026, at
Holden United Methodist Church, 605 E. 10th Street, Holden, Missouri.
Visitation will be from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., with the memorial service
immediately following at the church.



The family suggests memorial contributions

be made to the Holden R-Ill School District in memory of Francis Brillhart.
Please put music program in memo of check.

Arrangements are under the care of Campbell-Cast Funeral Home, a Stewart
Family Company. Online condolences may be shared at www.castfuneralhom
e.com.



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 30. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Holden United Methodist Church
605 E. 10th Street
Holden, MO 64040

Memorial Service

MAY 30. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Holden United Methodist Church
605 E. 10th Street
Holden, MO 64040

Interment

MAY 30. 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Holden Cemetery
West 10th Street
Holden, MO 64040



Tribute Wall

Francis was always very generous every year when we asked for
donations for our Wesley Chapel fundraiser.

Doug Hayes - May 19 at 10:11 AM

What a joy it was to know Francis. | visited him many times the last
few years that | lived in Holden. Oh what stories he could tell me
about his long life. | always suggested he could write a great book.
Also it was wonderful when Cindy and Jim fixed his living space
there at the store.He was so grateful for them. Holden will miss
walking by that open door and seeing him sitting there. He was a
blessing. A friend, Donna Chaney

Donna Chaney - May 18 at 01:47 PM

Kory and | had dropped by the store a couple times in the last year
or so, and truly enjoyed visiting with Francis about Holden history
and his life experiences. He was a true Holden treasure and will be
missed by many.

Jim Hynden - May 18 at 10:28 AM



| rented a home from Francis at 6:06 West 4th Street in Holden for
12 years him and Reverend cone owned it together he was an
amazing landlord remodeled the kitchen in the bathroom for me. We
used to go out and see the Christmas lights he always wanted us to
bring the grandchildren when they were out by the lake. He had so
much knowledge | used to love to sit and visit with him even after |
moved away | stopped by to see him at the shop where he had his
apartment in the back we spent quite a bit of time just visiting and
talking about the good old days he even gave me the knowledge of
the flag in the yard and the history on it | redone that and there was
some missing rocks he told me where to go get those the original
place that they got the rocks that were the stars on the flag he even
had a ride up down on it and put it in the newspaper I did it in honor
of their son that is why the flag was put there. | am so sorry to hear
this but Francis had a good long life and he loved life and was such
a big part of the Holden community always volunteering and helping
the young ones coming up and wanting to play music he would
even give free music lessons. Donated several music items for the
schools. He will be missed he was loved and such a big part of his
community he loved everyone always a kind word to say soft
spoken big heart. | sure enjoyed our visit last year. God gained a
beautiful handsome man in heaven my heart goes out to his
daughter Cindy family and friends. God bless Brenda Miller

Brenda miller - May 16 at 11:40 PM



