
James Dale Yoder
February 9, 1945 - February 25, 2025

James Dale “Jim” Yoder, 80, passed away Feb. 25. 
 

He grew up in Quick City on the Yoder farm, a child of James Levi and Beverly
Maxine (Newman) Yoder, with his brother William Gale “Bill” Yoder. He
graduated from Holden High School in 1963. 

 

Jim was fascinated with trains and railroads from an early age and set off into
the world, earning his Civil Engineering degree from Mizzou and getting a job
he always wanted: working for Frisco. He spent the most enjoyable parts of
his career outside, checking rail, leading his crews, and making sure
everything was safe. Later, he took to the classroom, leading training efforts at
the creation of the National Academy of Railroad Services. 

 

He served honorably in the Army Corps of Engineers during Vietnam. 
 

Jim married Shirley Mae Meadows in the mid-1970s who brought her
daughter Jennifer Marie Ward into his life. In 1978 Joshua Levi Yoder was
born to them. They divorced in the 1990s, and Jim continued raising Joshua
and maintained a strong relationship with Jennifer. 
He never stopped being a fantastic dad and discovered even more joy when
he became a grandfather to Eleanor Maxine Yoder in 2017. She immediately
had him wrapped around her little finger and he lit up whenever she entered a



room. Jim was also close to Joshua’s wife Jennifer Poeschl. 
 Jim was a gifted musician, trying his hand at a variety of instruments, starting

with a bugle. But when he discovered stringed instruments, he shined. He had
the gift of being able to play by ear. Many nights, he’d take a guitar or banjo
and sit outside, enjoying the evening air and the music. Many of those nights
were spent with his kids, chatting, talking about life, and showing them that life
is about moments and not money. 
His love of music lives on in Jennifer and Joshua, who both learned to play all
kinds of instruments. 

 He shared a passion for railroading with his friend Charles Childs. With his
photography skills he took photos of trains and the tracks they ran on. Later in
life, he enjoyed using Google Earth to find the exact locations of train photos. 

 

He is preceded in death by his parents and his brother Bill. The family asks
that in lieu of flowers you honor him by having a gathering of friends and/or
family and enjoying the time together, perhaps break out a guitar while you’re
at it. 

 Obituary submitted by the family. 
 Funeral arrangements entrusted to Campbell-Cast Funeral Home, a Stewart

Family Company, and online condolences may be made to the family at www.
castfuneralhome.com



Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 3. 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)

Campbell-Cast Funeral Home
407 S. Pine St. 

 Holden
Holden, MO 64040
http://www.castfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service

MAR 3. 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM (CT)

Campbell-Cast Funeral Home
407 S. Pine St. 

 Holden
Holden, MO 64040
http://www.castfuneralhome.com

Burial

MAR 3. 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM (CT)

Medford Cemetery
Holden, MO 64040

http://www.castfuneralhome.com/
http://www.castfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall
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Jill Lawler - March 15, 2025 at 04:08 PM

My condolences to the family on the loss of a wonderful man.
Unfortunately, I missed Jim’s visitation, as I just learned this week
that he passed. Jim was a great friend to me. I worked with him at
BNSF’s Technical Training Center. He and I hit it off immediately
and became good friends. I tell people all the time that Jim was the
smartest person I ever knew. He shared his wisdom with me and
always had my back at work. I cherish the cards he would send on
my birthday and at Christmas. He always upgraded them with
interesting facts and wise tidbits. I once told him that my dad grew
up in Gashland, MO and my next card had an old photograph of the
railroad depot that used to be there. I’m happy that he, Darlene
Jones and I had our many lunch “meetings” after he retired. They
will always be a part of my happy memories of him. 
 
Jill “Rasmussen” Lawler


